Analyses of weather blogs reveal topics discussed by bloggers before Hurricane Ike.
intentions to engage in safety behaviors. Low efficacy group, regardless of threat level, reported the weakest intentions. In addition, low-efficacy groups also reported weaker safety behaviors, most likely to engage in defensive avoidance, higher levels of message minimization (denial of the importance of the EMF risk messages), and stronger perceptions of perceived manipulation (reactance against EMF risk messages). The authors conclude that "when messages promote high perceived threat or fear at the expense of increases in response or self-efficacy, they run the risk of producing maladaptive fear-control outcomes," (McMahan et al., 2009, p. 258) . This is consistent in other research in which "the EPPM suggests that when the efficacy level exceeds the threat level, an individual should express an intent to enact the recommended behavior(s), but when the threat level exceeds the efficacy level, an individual will express denial or avoidance," Roberto et al. (2000, p. 170) .
As the previous sections demonstrate, the EPPM is a strong theoretical framework for understanding hurricane risk. Building on protection motivation theory (Rogers, 1975 (Rogers, , 1983 , the EPPM emphasizes the process of cognition. That is, rather than reflexive responses to instinctive events, engaging in a deliberate behavior to manage one's fear involves a sustained process. Second, the EPPM underscores that one is coping with an event rather than Researchers were able to create categories based on the four EPPM message components of response efficacy ("actions to take to prevent risk"), self-efficacy ("expected outcomes of taking actions"), susceptibility ("anticipated outcomes"), and severity ("the intensity of the hurricane"). The researchers report the most frequent type of message was "actions to take to prevent the risk" (n = 936 or 62%), followed by "anticipated damages" (n = 286 or 19%), "the intensity of the hurricane" (n = 282 or 19%), and "expected outcomes of taking actions" (n = 3 or 0.02%). Moreover, Choi and Lin (2008) found stories emphasized preventative actions with appeals such as "Take the storm seriously," Follow directions," and "Remain calm." Another interesting finding is that the study reveals that newspapers rarely mention what are the expected outcomes of the recommended actions. As supported by previous research (see LaVela et al., 2007) , stating the expected outcomes of a recommended preventative action (prompting self-and response efficacy) was noted as being an integral criterion for performing the action. News coverage relied heavily on delivering key hurricane risk information; thus, heightening the public's emotional response to fear. Choi and Lin (2008) H1: Overall, hurricane blog posts will most frequently convey messages associated with actions to take to prevent risk (response efficacy).
Finally, the EPPM can be applied to forms of managing risk where no fear is aroused (e.g.
pre-or post-hurricane season) yet one engages in protective activity (e.g. preparing a household emergency kit). Past research has demonstrated the change in news media involvement during a hurricane event; yet, less is known regarding the fear control and danger control processes rooted in the messages. In their investigation, Barnes, Hanson, Novilla, Meacham, McIntyre, and Erickson (2008) found the focus of national and local newspaper coverage of Hurricane Katrina changed dramatically before, during and after the hurricane. On average, newspapers published 2.5 articles per day before the storm hit, twenty-eight articles during the storm, and fifty-eight articles after the hurricane made landfall. Significant differences were found among articles, which focused on public health disaster management practices for preparation, mitigation, response, and recovery during prehurricane, hurricane on land, and post-hurricane times (Barnes et al, 2008) . Given the topical shift in newspaper coverage, it may be reasonable to assume that hurricane blogs may follow blog posts that included all four EPPM components was similarly low across groups (see Table 1 ). Among blog posts from Time 1, 21% contained all four components; however, as blog posts approached the date of hurricane landfall fewer posts (14%) contained all four components as seen at Time 2. Finally, the day before hurricane landfall, Time 3, only 8% of blog posts contained all four EPPM message components.
The analysis also revealed a number of cases (n = 10, or 10%) in which blog posts were missing all four message components (see Table 1 ). Interestingly, the percentage of posts missing all components remained the same at Time 1 and Time 2 (7%); yet, nearly doubled at Time 3. Clear examples of when this occurred were when blog posts contained a link, video clip, or graphic but no text. Since the analysis evaluated message content, an absence of all EPPM components was subsequently reported. Occasionally, a blog post containing content was also found to be missing all EPPM components such as when the content used Hurricane
Ike as a focal point for climate-hurricane debate. Although there were posts, which refer to Hurricane Ike, they were found to be missing all four EPPM components because there was no specific mention of the intensity of the hurricane (perceived severity), anticipated 
Research Question 2
The second research question asked what percentage of hurricane blog posts is missing one or more threat component (perceived susceptibility and perceived severity). As seen in Table 3, 16% of the overall blog posts were missing only one threat component (either perceived susceptibility or perceived severity). The frequency of missing both threat components was 11% of the total blog posts. A closer analysis reveals the blog posts were missing perceived susceptibility and perceived severity messages 25% and 18% of the time, respectively.
According to time, blog posts appear to lack only one threat component more often, rather than both threat components. Also, at Time 1 and Time 2, blog posts were missing perceived susceptibility messages more often than perceived severity messages; although, this was not the case at Time 3 when more blog posts appeared to include these messages more. 
Hypothesis One
Hypothesis one stated that hurricane blogs will most frequently convey messages associated with actions to take to prevent risk (response efficacy). The hypothesis was not supported. Table 2 reveal that blog posts communicated messages associated 
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